Clerk's Dept.

From: Sean Sullivan <SSULLIVAN@njadvancemedia.com>
Sent: Thursday, April 07, 2022 5:45 PM

To: Clerk's Dept.

Subject: OPRA request

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

Hello. This is a request for public records under the Open Public Records Act.
| am seeking:

Any communications (including email or written) between Clark Township or Clark officials and its Joint Insurance Fund
(JIF) regarding the 2020 settlement with former Police Lt. Antonio Manata.

— Receipts for payments made to the JIF during 2020.

— Any claims made by the township to the JIF during 2020.

— A copy of Clark Township’s current policy with the JIF.

- A copy of the video and/or audio recording of the Februarv 3. 2020 soecial council meeting.

| am requesting these records in electronic format, deliverable via e-mail. If you are unable to provide any of these
records via e-mail, | will arrange to pick them up in person from the township.

If you have any questions about the scope and nature of this request, please contact me at 201 388 8912.

Thank you,

Sean Sullivan
Reporter

NJ Advance Media



Clerk's Dept.

From: Sean Sullivan <SSULLIVAN®@njadvancemedia.com>
Sent: Friday, April 08, 2022 12:28 PM

To: Clerk's Dept.

Subject: Re: OPRA request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Completed

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

Thank you! Have a great weekend.
--Sean.

From: Clerk's Dept. <clerk@ourclark.com>

Date: Friday, April 8, 2022 at 12:20 PM

To: Sean Sullivan <SSULLIVAN@njadvancemedia.com>
Subject: RE: OPRA request

Your request has been received and will be processed in accordance with the Open Public Records Act.

Edith L. Merkel, RMC
Township Clerk
Township of Clark

430 Westfield Ave.
Clark, NJ 07066

(732) 388-3669

From: Sean Sullivan <SSULLIVAN@njadvancemedia.com>
Sent: Thursday, April 07, 2022 5:45 PM

To: Clerk's Dept. <clerk@ourclark.com>

Subject: OPRA request

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

Hello. This is a request for public records under the Open Public Records Act.
I am seeking:

Any communications (including email or written) between Clark Township or Clark officials and its Joint Insurance Fund
(JIF) regarding the 2020 settlement with former Police Lt. Antonio Manata.

— Receipts for payments made to the JIF during 2020.






From: Sean Sullivan <SSULLIVAN®@njadvancemedia.com>
Sent: Thursday, April 07, 2022 5:45 PM

To: Clerk's Dept. <clerk@ourclark.com>

Subject: OPRA request

CAUTION. This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

Hello. This is a request for public records under the Open Public Records Act.
| am seeking:

Any communications (including email or written) between Clark Township or Clark officials and its Joint Insurance Fund
(JIF) regarding the 2020 settlement with former Police Lt. Antonio Manata.

— Receipts for payments made to the JIF during 2020.

— Any claims made by the township to the JIF during 2020.

— A copy of Clark Township’s current policy with the JIF.

- A copy of the video and/or audio recording of the February 3, 2020 special council meeting.

I am requesting these records in electronic format, deliverable via e-mail. If you are unable to provide any of these
records via e-mail, | will arrange to pick them up in person from the township.

If you have any questions about the scope and nature of this request, please contact me at 201 388 8912.
Thank you,

Sean Sullivan
Reporter



From: Sean Sullivan <SSULLIVAN@ njadvancemedia.com>
Sent: Thursday, April 07, 2022 5:45 PM

To: Clerk's Dept. <clerk@ourclark.com>

Subject: OPRA request

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

Hello. This is a request for public records under the Open Public Records Act.

| am seeking:









Clerk's Dept.

From: Sean Sullivan <SSULLIVAN@njadvancemedia.com>
Sent: Friday, April 15, 2022 1:42 PM

To: Clerk's Dept.

Subject: OPRA request 4/15/21

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

Hello -
Hello. This is a request for public records under the Open Public Records Act.

This request is separate from, but related to, my request filed on 4/7/22. You may treat it as an addendum to the initial
request or as a separate request, whichever makes things easier administratively.

I am seeking a copy of the December 20, 2019 letter from Ben Schulman of Summit Risk Services to Mayor Bonaccorso,
Chief Matos and other township officials regarding the claim related to the settlement with Antonio Manata.

Please call me at 201 388 8912 if you have any questions regarding the scope and nature of this request.
Thank you kindly,

--Sean Sullivan
Reporter, NJ Advance Media



Clerk’s Dept.

From: Sean Sullivan <SSULLIVAN@njadvancemedia.com>
Sent: Friday, April 15, 2022 1:42 PM

To: Clerk's Dept.

Subject: OPRA request 4/15/21

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

Hello —
Hello. This is a request for public records under the Open Public Records Act.

This request is separate from, but related to, my request filed on 4/7/22. You may treat it as an addendum to the initial
request or as a separate request, whichever makes things easier administratively.

I am seeking a copy of the December 20, 2019 letter from Ben Schulman of Summit Risk Services to Mayor Bonaccorso,
Chief Matos and other township officials regarding the claim related to the settlement with Antonio Manata.

Please call me at 201 388 8912 if you have any questions regarding the scope and nature of this request.
Thank you kindly,

--Sean Sullivan
Reporter, NJ Advance Media



Clerk's DeBt. _

From: Clerk's Dept.

Sent: Monday, April 18, 2022 3:21 PM
To: Sean Sullivan

Subject: RE: OPRA request 4/15/21

Your request was received today, April 18, 2022 (4/15/22 holiday) and will be processed in accordance with
the Open Public Records Act.

Edith L. Merkel, RMC
Township Clerk
Township of Clark

430 Westfield Ave.
Clark, NJ 07066

(732) 388-3669

From: Sean Sullivan <SSULLIVAN@njadvancemedia.com>
Sent: Friday, April 15, 2022 1:42 PM

To: Clerk's Dept. <clerk@ourclark.com>

Subject: OPRA request 4/15/21

CAUTICN: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

Hello —
Hello. This is a request for public records under the Open Public Records Act.

This request is separate from, but related to, my request filed on 4/7/22. You may treat it as an addendum to the initial
request or as a separate request, whichever makes things easier administratively.

Iam seeking a copy of the December 20, 2019 letter from Ben Schulman of Summit Risk Services to Mayor Bonaccorso,
Chief Matos and other township officials regarding the claim related to the settlement with Antonio Manata.

Please call me at 201 388 8912 if you have any questions regarding the scope and nature of this request.
Thank you kindly,

--Sean Sullivan
Reporter, NJ Advance Media






_Clerk's Dept.

= =——— =y
From: Clerk's Dept.
Sent: Tuesday, April 19, 2022 5:24 PM
To: Sean Sullivan
Subject: RE: OPRA request

To: Sean Sullivan, NJ Advance Media

From: Edith Merkel, Township Clerk, Township of Clark
Re: OPRA

Date: April 19, 2022

The Township of Clark received your Open Public Records Act (OPRA) request on April 7, 2022 after the close of
business. The official Records Custodian, Edith Merkel, received your OPRA request on April 8, 2022. As such,
the seven (7) business day deadline to respond to your request is April 20, 2022. This response to your request
is being provided to you on the 6th business day after the custodian’s receipt of said request.

The Township Attorney will be responding to most of the items listed on your request dated April 7, 2022
(received April 8th).

This first response is regarding the audio recording of the February 3, 2020 Special Council Meeting. | have a
copy of the recording available for you, however the equipment | use to record is part of an FTR System. FTR
software is required in order to play the CD. Of course you welcome to that CD but in all likelihood you will not
be able to hear it. You are welcome to come to my office, room 28 in Town Hall, 430 Westfield Ave., Clark to
listen to the recording and save it in a format that suits your needs. There is no video of meetings held on the
first Monday of the month. Meetings held on the Third Monday of the month, held in the Public Safety
Building, are video recorded.

The Administration is compiling the portion of the request that states “Any claims made by the township to
the JIF during 2020” and “A copy of Clark Township’s current policy with the JIF” This task should be
completed by tomorrow. If they are unable to complete the task by the close of business tomorrow are you
willing to grant an extension of one week?

From: Sean Sullivan <SSULLIVAN@njadvancemedia.com>
Sent: Thursday, April 07, 2022 5:45 PM

To: Clerk's Dept. <clerk@ourclark.com>

Subject: OPRA request

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

Hello. This is a request for public records under the Open Public Records Act.

| am seeking:

Any communications (including email or written) between Clark Township or Clark officials and its Joint Insurance Fund
(JIF) regarding the 2020 settlement with former Police Lt. Antonio Manata.
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From: Clerk's Dept.

Sent: Tuesday, April 19, 2022 5:24 PM

To: Sean Sullivan <SSULLIVAN@njadvancemedia.com>
Subject: RE: OPRA request

To: Sean Sullivan, NJ Advance Media

From: Edith Merkel, Township Clerk, Township of Clark
Re: OPRA

Date: April 19, 2022

The Township of Clark received your Open Public Records Act (OPRA) request on April 7, 2022 after the close of
business. The official Records Custodian, Edith Merkel, received your OPRA request on April 8, 2022. As such,
the seven (7) business day deadline to respond to your request is April 20, 2022. This response to your request
is being provided to you on the 6th business day after the custodian’s receipt of said request.

The Township Attorney will be responding to most of the items listed on your request dated April 7, 2022
(received April 8t),

This first response is regarding the audio recording of the February 3, 2020 Special Council Meeting. | have a
copy of the recording available for you, however the equipment | use to record is part of an FTR System. FTR
software is required in order to play the CD. Of course you welcome to that CD but in all likelihood you will not
be able to hear it. You are welcome to come to my office, room 28 in Town Hall, 430 Westfield Ave,, Clark to
listen to the recording and save it in a format that suits your needs. There is no video of meetings held on the
first Monday of the month. Meetings held on the Third Monday of the month, held in the Public Safety
Building, are video recorded.






Clerk's Dept.

From: Clerk's Dept.

Sent: Wednesday, April 20, 2022 12:39 PM
To: Sean Sullivan

Subject: RE: OPRA request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Thank you. Monday works. Our regular business hours are 8:30 am to 4:00 pm. We are located in room 28 in
the Municipal Building.

I have another question regarding the portion of the request that states “Any claims made by the township to
the JIF during 2020”. Do you want all motor vehicle accident claims, all tort claims and all workers comp
claims? Our search has produced approximate 1000 pages so far. In addition, the workers comp claims must
be individually reviewed by the township attorney to redact HIPAA protected information. Please either
confirm that you want all of the documents mentioned or narrow the scope.

Thank you,

Edith L. Merkel, RMC
Township Clerk
Township of Clark

430 Westfield Ave.
Clark, NJ 07066

(732) 388-3669

From: Sean Sullivan <SSULLIVAN@njadvancemedia.com>
Sent: Wednesday, April 20, 2022 11:56 AM

To: Clerk's Dept. <clerk@ourclark.com>

Subject: Re: OPRA request

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

Hello. Thanks for the timely response. | am available to review/record the audio on Monday. Please let me know if there
is a time that works best for you.

If you are unable to provide the material today, | am willing to grant an extension.

Thanks kindly,
--Sean.









Clerk's DeEt.

From: Clerk's Dept.

Sent: Wednesday, April 20, 2022 1:04 PM
To: Sean Sullivan

Subject: RE: OPRA request

Thank you. 10:00 Monday is good. Yes, the elimination of MVA and workers comp significantly reduces the
pool.

So, to confirm your request is amended to request all tort claims sent to the JIF in 2020 and exclude MVA and
workers comp.

Edith L. Merkel, RMC
Township Clerk
Township of Clark

430 Westfield Ave.
Clark, NJ 07066

(732) 388-3669

From; Sean Sullivan <SSULLIVAN @njadvancemedia.com>
Sent: Wednesday, April 20, 2022 12:43 PM

To: Clerk's Dept. <clerk@ourclark.com>

Subject: Re: OPRA request

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

If we were to eliminate motor vehicles and workers comp claims, would that significantly reduce the pool of responsive
documents? | am amenable to reducing it further. Not trying to make you folks miserable!

Does 10 a.m. Monday work? | am flexible.

Best,
--Sean.

From: Clerk's Dept. <clerk@ourclark.com>

Date: Wednesday, April 20, 2022 at 12:38 PM

To: Sean Sullivan <SSULLIVAN@ njadvancemedia.com>
Subject: RE: OPRA request

Thank you. Monday works. Our regular business hours are 8:30 am to 4:00 pm. We are located in room 28 in
the Municipal Building.












‘Clerk's Dept.

From: Clerk's Dept.

Sent: Wednesday, April 20, 2022 3:00 PM
To: Sean Sullivan

Subject: RE: OPRA request

We should to able to provide the documents today. The only part we are waiting for from the township’s IT
vendor is the emails. They are working on it now so | am hopeful that there will be no delay.

From: Sean Sullivan <SSULLIVAN@njadvancemedia.com>
Sent: Wednesday, April 20, 2022 2:24 PM

To: Clerk's Dept. <clerk@ourclark.com>

Subject: Re: OPRA request

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

If you think you can provide those records in a timely manner, | am very amenable to reducing the scope. Thanks so
much.

--Sean

From: Clerk's Dept. <clerk@ourclark.com>

Date: Wednesday, April 20, 2022 at 1:04 PM

To: Sean Sullivan <SSULLIVAN@ njadvancemedia.com>
Subject: RE: OPRA request

Thank you. 10:00 Monday is good. Yes, the elimination of MVA and workers comp significantly reduces the
pool.

So, to confirm your request is amended to request all tort claims sent to the JIF in 2020 and exclude MVA and
workers comp.

Edith L. Merkel, RMC
Township Clerk
Township of Clark

430 Westfield Ave.
Clark, NJ 07066

(732) 388-3669

From: Sean Sullivan <SSULLIVAN@ njadvancemedia.com>
Sent: Wednesday, April 20, 2022 12:43 PM

To: Clerk's Dept. <clerk@ourclark.com>

Subject: Re: OPRA request













Clerk's Dept.

From: Clerk's Dept.

Sent: Wednesday, April 20, 2022 5:02 PM

To: Sean Sullivan

Subject: RE: OPRA response

Attachments: DOC001.pdf; Manata - 2020 Settlement Agreement (redacted).pdf

To: Sean Sullivan, NJ Advance Media

From: Edith Merkel, Township Clerk, Township of Clark
Re: OPRA

Date: April 20, 2022

The Township of Clark received your Open Public Records Act (OPRA) request on April 7, 2022 after business
hours. The official Records Custodian, Edith Merkel, received your OPRA request on April 8, 2022. As such,
the seven (7) business day deadline to respond to your request is April 20,2022. This response to your request is
being provided to you on the 7th business day after the custodian’s receipt of said request.

The Township Attorney’s response (DOC001.pdf) to your request is attached.

Predicated upon N.J.5.A. 47:1A-10 and the opinions of the Supreme Court of New Jersey in Libertarians for
Transparent Government v. Cumberland County, (A-34-20) (084956) and Richard Rivera v. Union County
Prosecutor’s Office, (A-58-20) (084867), and the opinion of the Superior Court of New Jersey, Appellate
Division, in Asbury Park Press v. County of Monmouth, 406 N. J. Super. 1 (App. Div. 2009), see enclosed
redacted Confidential Settlement Agreement and Release. (second attachment)

Your appointment to listen and/or record the audio of the February 3, 2020 Special Council meeting is set for
10:00 am on Monday, April 25, 2022.

If your request for access to a government record has been denied or unfilled within the seven (7) business days
required by law, you have a right to challenge the decision by the Township of Clark to deny access. At your
option, you may either institute a proceeding in the Superior Court of New Jersey or file a complaint with the
Government Records Council (GRC) by completing the Denial of Access Complaint Form. You may contact the
GRC by toll-free telephone at 866-850-0511, by mail at P.O. Box 819, Trenton, NJ, 08625, by e-mail at
gre@dca.state.nj.us, or at their web site at wwwi.state.nj.us/grc. The GRC can also answer other questions about
the law. All questions regarding complaints filed in Superior Court should be directed to the Court Clerk in your
County.

From: Sean Sullivan <SSULLIVAN@njadvancemedia.com>
Sent: Wednesday, April 20, 2022 2:24 PM

To: Clerk's Dept. <clerk@ourclark.com>

Subject: Re: OPRA request
























Clerk’s Dept.

From: Microsoft Outlook

To: Sean Sullivan

Sent: Wednesday, April 20, 2022 5:02 PM
Subject: Relayed: RE: OPRA response

Delivery to these recipients or groups is complete, but no delivery notification was sent by the
destination server:

Sean Sullivan (SSULLIVAN@ njadvancemedia.com)

Subject: RE: OPRA response



Clerk’s Dept.

From: Sean Sullivan <SSULLIVAN@njadvancemedia.com>
Sent: Thursday, April 21, 2022 5:59 PM

To: Clerk's Dept.

Subject: Re: OPRA response

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

Thank you! See you Monday.

From: Clerk's Dept. <clerk@ourclark.com>

Date: Thursday, April 21, 2022 at 3:19 PM

To: Sean Sullivan <SSULLIVAN@njadvancemedia.com>
Subject: RE: OPRA response

Received and forwarded to Township Attorney.

Edith L. Merkel, RMC
Township Clerk
Township of Clark

430 Westfield Ave.
Clark, NJ 07066

(732) 388-3669

From: Sean Sullivan <SSULLIVAN@njadvancemedia.com>
Sent: Thursday, April 21, 2022 1:54 PM

To: Clerk's Dept. <clerk@ourclark.com>

Subject: Re: OPRA response

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

Hi Edith—

I would like to first state that | have been impressed by the responsiveness by your office to the public records requests
we have filed. The professionalism you have displayed is exactly what citizens should expect from their local
government.

I would like you to provide the following message to the township attorney:

Please seek immediate remedial help in public records law. The copy of the Manata settlement, which we had already
obtained in full, demonstrates that you have a deficient understanding in how OPRA works.



Clerk's Dept.

From: Clerk's Dept.

Sent: Monday, May 02, 2022 3:24 PM
To: Sean Sullivan

Subject: FW: OPRA response

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Sean,

When would you like to come in to listen to the audio of the meeting stated in your request of April 7t?

Edith L. Merkel, RMC
Township Clerk
Township of Clark

430 Westfield Ave.
Clark, NJ 07066

(732) 388-3669

From: Clerk's Dept.

Sent: Monday, April 25, 2022 9:17 AM

To: Sean Sullivan <SSULLIVAN@njadvancemedia.com>
Subject: RE: OPRA response

Send me an email when you're feeling better and we’ll set up a time.

Edith L. Merkel, RMC
Township Clerk
Township of Clark

430 Westfield Ave.
Clark, NJ 07066

(732) 388-3669

From: Sean Sullivan <SSULLIVAN@njadvancemedia.com>
Sent: Monday, April 25, 2022 9:05 AM

To: Clerk's Dept. <clerk@ourclark.com>

Subject: Re: OPRA response

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.
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Clerk's Dept.

From: Clerk's Dept.

Sent: Tuesday, May 10, 2022 5:01 PM
To: Sean Sullivan

Subject: FW: OPRA response

Sean,

If you’re feeling better and would still like to listen/record the audio of the meeting you've requested, it is
available Monday through Friday from 8:30 am to 4:00 pm. Let me know if you would like to come in.

Edith L. Merkel, RMC
Township Clerk
Township of Clark

430 Westfield Ave.
Clark, NJ 07066

(732) 388-3669

From: Clerk's Dept.

Sent: Monday, May 02, 2022 3:24 PM

To: Sean Sullivan <SSULLIVAN @njadvancemedia.com>
Subject: FW: OPRA response

Sean,

When would you like to come in to listen to the audio of the meeting stated in your request of April 7th?

Edith L. Merkel, RMC
Township Clerk
Township of Clark

430 Westfield Ave.
Clark, NJ 07066

(732) 388-3669

From: Clerk's Dept.

Sent: Monday, April 25, 2022 9:17 AM

To: Sean Sullivan <SSULLIVAN@ njadvancemedia.com>
Subject: RE: OPRA response

Send me an email when you're feeling better and we’ll set up a time.

Edith L. Merkel, RMC





















Clerk's Dept.

From: Microsoft Qutlook

To: Sean Sullivan

Sent: Tuesday, May 10, 2022 5:01 PM
Subject: Relayed: FW: OPRA response

Delivery to these recipients or groups is complete, but no delivery notification was sent by the
destination server:

ulli LLI njadvanc ia.com

Subject: FW: OPRA response





